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SUPPLEMENT TO

25X1X
The Democrstic Republic of Vietnem (DRV) campsimm of long~teru resistence may
be thooretically divided into three phases, esch freceaded by careful militery
and politicel prepsrition: retrevt, resistence and offensive. Tw¢c pheses
are described below.
Retreat (December 1946 ~ sarly 1948)

1. In view of its inferiority to the enemy in all respocts during this period
the DRV necessarily euployed the following tecties:

8. Retreat into the mountsins in order to orgsnize a regular srmy and
to form political end military cadres. -

be A scorched ew.rth policy desipned to weaken the enemy's capubilities
for action.

¢s Iutensc propeganda and systenctic terrorism to discoursge the popu~-
lution from collaborution with the eneny.

d. Guerrilla w:rfare.

2. The tectie of puerrille werfore wrs used to expund the zone of RV occupation
wiile aveidin;: direct contact with the onemy. The DRV used only forces of
the local defense units, &nd not the rogular forces, in guerrille ettecks for
the following reuzsons: :

ts becanuse guorrille attacks werc carried out by the villrpers thomsclves,
French roprisels wore csrried out Llindly areinst the entire popu~
lation of the DRV zones, thus provoking the anger of the jeople and
also deterring wnti-Comuunist elements in the irench zones from
cooperstion with tie Prench.
Lo Superior troops of the villigo units could be detected end later
used to augment the renks ol the reguler forces.
¢. Rejular forces could be preserved for future operutions.
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Guerille operations cerefully planned and executed only when their success
eppeared certain, included:

8. Ambushes along routes travelled by the encuy and directed at the
principal convoy sections.

b. Use of automatic nines.

c. Surprise sttacks sgeinst isoclated villages which hud been infiltrated
by DRV troops.

Resistence (1948 - Prosent)

DRV propagende and directives havo described this phase as the longest and most
difficult, requiring the maximum effort and sacrifice on the part of the
soldier as well as of the ordinery citizen. It began when the regulur DRV
forces had asttained some strength, the guerrille forces had shown inecreased
effectiveness, and the DRV zone of occupation had been extended to its linit,
At this time, the French were st a disadvantage because of heving to disporse
their forces between small posts throughout the French-occupised zones; once
these forces were removed the rres wus automatically left to DRV control.

This wes especially true in North Vietnam, where the French had not succeeded
in utilizing smell autonomous armed groups, such as the religious sects in the
gouth, to supplement their own forces,

The resistance phase msy be divided into two parts:

8. The period in which guerrille warfere predomineted snd regular force
action was secondary. During this period the regular forces were
reorganized, supplementary local troops units were formed, and small
offensives were launched to gein experience.

b. The period in which orgenized offonsives replaced guerrilla sctivity
in primary importence. This period was leunched with the attacks
against Cao Bang, Bec Kan and Langson in August 1950, when the regular
forces were sufficiently strong to be sent into combat. At the same
time additional units of local troops in northern Annam and one local
regiment for each province of North Vietnem were being formed. The
action of these provineisl regiments is confined to the support of
regular ermy units fighting in their respective aress and to the acti-
vation of guerrilla operations in secondary combat zones,

During this period, the DRV is not attempting to gain ground, but rather to
decrease the enemy'e combat effectives. For this resson the atbtacks are aimed
primarily st French or Foreign Legion units rather thsn Vietnamese troops,
which are more easily replaced. Expendeble elements, according to the DRV,
are first the population, then the guerrillas, the local forces, and last the
regular forces.

Current DRV strategy is as follows:

8. Attecks agoinst the weskest points in enemy territory, avoiding the
strong points,

b. Removal of attention {rum %the principal front through several prelimi-
nory false meneuvers,

€. Attempts to win smell balt es rather than risk defeat in large-scale
campaizns.  Ior this rouson the DRV always employs more forces then 1
necesssry for wvietorv and retires when victory no lonpger asperrs feesible.
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Offensive

8o In principls this lust phase of the long-term resistance will notb beyin until
the balance is deiinitely on the DRV side. This period will involve s slow
but thorough peretrstion of the French-occupied regions.

25X1A 1. E Comment. Vo Nguyen Gisp wos criticized after the January 1951
atlacks sgerinst Vinh Yen=rhuc Yen for not cdherins to this principle,
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